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Saturday 26th April

Merit Table Finals 

MERIT TABLE CHAMPIONSHIP NORTH CUP
Cheshunt 2s v Hertford 3s 

MERIT TABLE NORTH CUP
Bishop’s Stortford Chindits v Hertford 4s

MERIT TABLE CHAMPIONSHIP SOUTH CUP
Cuffley v Old Grammarians 

MERIT TABLE SOUTH CUP
Chess Valley 2s v OAs Grizzlies
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U20’S COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME

I woud like to thank the other Executive members 
who are supporting events around the County 
as, much as I would like to, I cannot attend all 
the events as President that I would like to! The 
County Youth Finals and this match are my two 
from six and apologies to our Middlesex visitors, 
our u20 players and their coaches if I have not 
made it by kick o� from the earlier event!

Having managed and coached at u20 level in 
the past, I understand the trickiness of the task 
of getting a cohesive team for both players and 
coaches. On behalf of the Executive, I would 
like to thank Harry, the coaches and his whole 
squad for their e�orts. Whilst the first match was 
lost to Essex, the team performed well and, if 
more chances had been converted, the result 
could have been di�erent. The Essex squad are 
very strong – having seen their result against 
Middlesex – and we wish them luck if they 
progress in the Jason Leonard Cup. That does 
not mean today is a dead rubber or foregone 
conclusion. The nature of the under 20s 
programme is such that it is a key development 
tool for the senior County squad and teams 
can vary considerably match to match due to 
availability of players at University and so on. 
I have no doubt Middlesex will be travelling to 
play with pride and a strong desire to show their 
best. We all look forward to a good match played 
in the right spirit.

Thank you to Hertford RFC for hosting the 
fixture and all those volunteers who contribute 
to the match going ahead. Many parents will 
have supported their sons over many years as 
their rugby careers have developed and it is a 
tribute to your dedication and that of the great 
coaches in our clubs around the County that 
we have such a skilled group of players in our 
Hertfordshire squad.

Good luck to both teams today and may the best 
team win.

Tim Bonnett

Hertfordshire RFU President 2022-24

In a busy day for rugby in 
Hertfordshire, with 5 Mini & 
Youth Festivals today as well 
as this game, I am writing this 
hoping that the weather has 
been kind and that all events 
can go forward as planned. 

Tim Bonnett
Hertfordshire RFU President

Welcome to Bishops Stortford RFC for this 
year’s Merit Tables Finals. We have today 
as you see four different finals that feature 
teams from Old Albanians, Hertford, Bishops 
Stortford, Cheshunt, Chess Valley, Cuffley and 
Old Grammarians. I especially welcome Old 
Grammarians as these are the Hertfordshire 
/ Middlesex Merit Table Finals. I would like 
to thank those who have organized today’s 
event, especially our Director of Game 
Development David Toon, for all their efforts. 
Thank you also to Hertfordshire Society of 
Referees for providing the match officials 
and to Bishops Stortford RFC for hosting this 
event. Over the last few months our game 
has been debating several issues, and these 
debates resulted in a Special General Meeting 
of the Rugby Football Union in late March. 
Motions were put to this meeting of which 
some were passed, and some were not. 
Whatever you feel about those motions and 
their respective fates can I echo the words 
of Bill Beaumont when after the meeting he 
called for unity in the game. In my opinion we 
have an opportunity to make our game and its 
administration fit for purpose as we go forward 
into the second quarter of the 21st century. 
Please, let us work together to achieve this 
making sure that all voices are heard, and 
opinions respected throughout the game.

It is now what I call “Finals and County 
Championship Season”. Please keep your 
eyes on our social media feeds for dates, 
times and venue confirmations of various 
events. One important date for you is Saturday 
17th May 2025. On this day the Senior Men’s 
XV will entertain Buckinghamshire at Hertford 
RFC kick off 3pm. As now is tradition this game 
will be proceeded by a “members lunch” 
which is open to all. It would be great to see 
you there. For further details contact either 
Mark Elliott (mark.elliott10@outlook.com) or 
Steve Waller (marketing@hertsrugby.co.uk) 
. On that day I will be presenting cheques 
to the Injured Players Foundation and the 
School of Hard Knocks. This is money I have 
been raising for them while travelling around 
the county. You may see me today carrying a 
bucket around so please, throw some loose 
change in.
Enjoy the game

Adrian Sparks
President Hertfordshire RFU
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rugby and it demonstrated our equality policy 
in action and I understand over £3000 was 
made. 

It is encouraging to know that the male 
and female youth sections of our clubs are 
thriving, with some of our smaller clubs now 
planning to start youth sections of their own. 
Female rugby continues to be strong in this 
county. We know that the traditional fifteen 
aside game is the bread and butter of rugby 
but there continues to be an increased 
demand for variations of this at all levels and 
the county will be working hard to implement 
the RFU plans for variations in the game in 
schools and clubs.  

Within the adult male game we are in the 
process of conducting the three-year review 
of the competition restructure started in 
2022/23 season. The RFU have amened 
some of the regulations for example as 
of the 2025/26 season lower XVs in the 
league structure will be able to play up to 
and including level 6 (not level 7 as present). 
Later in this About Herts you will find further 
information from our Chairman Simon 
Embelton and Director of Game Development 
David Toon on Hertfordshire proposals for 
the 2025/26 season. 

During my Presidency I am hoping to do 
some good for the game in that I will be when 
possible, conducting a variety of “fund raisers”. 
My aim is to collect money for two charities. 
The first is the Injured Players Foundation 
and the second The School of Hard Knocks. 
For those who don’t know about these two 
causes the IPF exists to provide support and 
help to those seriously injury while playing 
rugby. The link address for the IPF to find out 
more is:- https://www.rfuipf.org.uk/  The SoHK 
exists to provide opportunities for young 
people at school who may find the education 
process challenging and uses rugby as a 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

It is my privilege to write this forew rd 
to “About Herts” as President of 
Hertfordshire Rugby Football Union. 

The season has started well for most of 
our clubs and signs are encouraging for a 
successful season. I have been able to visit 
a number of clubs so far, but two visits stand 
out for me. The first was my preseason visit to 
Letchworth for the opening of their “Graham 
Walker Suite” clubhouse extension. Graham 
was a great ambassador of Hertfordshire in 
many roles and is the reason that I probably 
am able to write this, as it was, he that got me 
involved with the Hertfordshire Executive and 
the rest is history. 

The second standout visit was when I attended 
Old Verulaniams for their “Pride Day”. This 
featured an adult male game between Old 
Verulaniams and Hertfordshire Baa-Baas. 
The latter being a team drawn form our level 
7 clubs and below. It is hoped to have more 
games in the future for the Hertfordshire Baa-
Baas. We also had a women’s touch rugby 
game again between Old Verulaniams and 
a Hertfordshire Representative team. It was 
great on that day to make the statement that 
Hertfordshire Rugby supports all-inclusive 

8  I  About Herts Winter Edition 2024 - 25

o
Adrian Sparks
President Hertfordshire RFU

171473.03-Herts RFU Programme - Merit Table Finals.indd   2171473.03-Herts RFU Programme - Merit Table Finals.indd   2 23/04/2025   13:3223/04/2025   13:32



171473.03-Herts RFU Programme - Merit Table Finals.indd   3171473.03-Herts RFU Programme - Merit Table Finals.indd   3 23/04/2025   13:3223/04/2025   13:32



U20’S COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP

PRESS NOTICE

Stags Lose Opening Jason Leonard U20 County Championship Match
Essex U20 29 Hertfordshire Stags 12

It is always useful to remember when 
playing Essex that their CB area 
incorporates the East End of London; 
it is then less of a surprise when the 
chosen pitch is overlooked by Canary 
Wharf and over-flown by planes from 
City airport! However a flat well-
drained grass pitch at East London 
RFC encouraged the two young teams 
to play a good, fast open game of 
rugby. 

Early in the game, both teams illustrated the 
challenge of the under 20s programme of trying 
to get a cohesive team together from players 
gathered from disparate Universities and other 
sources with minimum playing time. Early phases 
of the game were marked by handling errors and 
disjointed play. However, Essex then got a grip 
after 19 minutes and scored a try wide out after 
a period of pressure – 5-0 to the home team. 
Essex continued to apply pressure and, after 
another run of basic errors, Essex used a penalty 
for a line-out which they drove over for a second 
try – 10-0 on 28 minutes. 

Hertfordshire were further disrupted when 
injury to Thomas Eedes forced a change of 
scrum half with Sean O’Connell replacing him. 
Hertfordshire rallied well and were making in-

roads at last when progress was again disrupted 
by an unnecessary yellow card for Aaron Joshua 
when he failed to retreat even one metre at a 
penalty before tackling the Essex tap-and-go 
play. As can happen, the team were energised 
by the set-back and 4 minutes later, a well-timed 
run on a great line from a clever pop pass from 
the scrum half sent through Alex Omole to score 
under the posts – 10-7 as half time approached 
with Brenden Marume kicking the conversion. 
After a shaky start, this would have been a grat 
score at half time but sadly, slack defending at 
the kick-o� let in a strong Essex runner so at half 
time Essex led 17-7.

Energised by their half-time briefing from the 
coaches, Hertfordshire started the second half 
strongly and were camped in the Essex half for 
long periods with the freshening wind at their 
backs; all looked good for a strong comeback. 
Sadly, their finishing did not live up to their strong 
attacking play and a number of chances were 
not converted near the line. Worse yet, Essex 
broke out  through a well-placed kick and scored 
a third try very much against the run of play – 
22-7 after 59 minutes. Hertfordshire continued to 
work hard and played with more cohesion as the 
game went on but just could not make the killer 
blow count to increase their score. Pressure left 
space and Essex again broke through in a fine 

C H E S H U N T H E R T F O R D  3 ’ s

MATCH OFFICIALS:  REFEREE - Rhys Morgan, AR1 - Simon Caplan, AR2 - Nick Foster, No 4  - Peter Brady

COACHING TEAM

MERIT TABLE CHAMPIONSHIP NORTH CUP

4

COACHING TEAM

Physio - Laura Joiner
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incorporates the East End of London; 
it is then less of a surprise when the 
chosen pitch is overlooked by Canary 
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scrum half with Sean O’Connell replacing him. 
Hertfordshire rallied well and were making in-
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the kick-o� let in a strong Essex runner so at half 
time Essex led 17-7.

Energised by their half-time briefing from the 
coaches, Hertfordshire started the second half 
strongly and were camped in the Essex half for 
long periods with the freshening wind at their 
backs; all looked good for a strong comeback. 
Sadly, their finishing did not live up to their strong 
attacking play and a number of chances were 
not converted near the line. Worse yet, Essex 
broke out  through a well-placed kick and scored 
a third try very much against the run of play – 
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DARAGH KENNEDY

CHARLIE GURNEY

REDMOND BOLTON

JAY SHIPWAY

GEORGE VAUGHAN

JORDAN WILSON

  BRAD WHITE

   DANNY WRIGHT

   CALLUM EVERARD

   TIGER BROWN

   JOSH DIXON

   CONNOR HUGHES

   FRANK HALL

   HARRY JACKSON

   JACK WINTERTON (C)

ADAM HOCKETT

TEDDY GURNEY

JAKUB ZDUNCZUK

CIARAN O’SULLIVAN

JAMES HAYES
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U20’S COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP

PRESS NOTICE

Stags Lose Opening Jason Leonard U20 County Championship Match
Essex U20 29 Hertfordshire Stags 12

It is always useful to remember when 
playing Essex that their CB area 
incorporates the East End of London; 
it is then less of a surprise when the 
chosen pitch is overlooked by Canary 
Wharf and over-flown by planes from 
City airport! However a flat well-
drained grass pitch at East London 
RFC encouraged the two young teams 
to play a good, fast open game of 
rugby. 

Early in the game, both teams illustrated the 
challenge of the under 20s programme of trying 
to get a cohesive team together from players 
gathered from disparate Universities and other 
sources with minimum playing time. Early phases 
of the game were marked by handling errors and 
disjointed play. However, Essex then got a grip 
after 19 minutes and scored a try wide out after 
a period of pressure – 5-0 to the home team. 
Essex continued to apply pressure and, after 
another run of basic errors, Essex used a penalty 
for a line-out which they drove over for a second 
try – 10-0 on 28 minutes. 

Hertfordshire were further disrupted when 
injury to Thomas Eedes forced a change of 
scrum half with Sean O’Connell replacing him. 
Hertfordshire rallied well and were making in-

roads at last when progress was again disrupted 
by an unnecessary yellow card for Aaron Joshua 
when he failed to retreat even one metre at a 
penalty before tackling the Essex tap-and-go 
play. As can happen, the team were energised 
by the set-back and 4 minutes later, a well-timed 
run on a great line from a clever pop pass from 
the scrum half sent through Alex Omole to score 
under the posts – 10-7 as half time approached 
with Brenden Marume kicking the conversion. 
After a shaky start, this would have been a grat 
score at half time but sadly, slack defending at 
the kick-o� let in a strong Essex runner so at half 
time Essex led 17-7.

Energised by their half-time briefing from the 
coaches, Hertfordshire started the second half 
strongly and were camped in the Essex half for 
long periods with the freshening wind at their 
backs; all looked good for a strong comeback. 
Sadly, their finishing did not live up to their strong 
attacking play and a number of chances were 
not converted near the line. Worse yet, Essex 
broke out  through a well-placed kick and scored 
a third try very much against the run of play – 
22-7 after 59 minutes. Hertfordshire continued to 
work hard and played with more cohesion as the 
game went on but just could not make the killer 
blow count to increase their score. Pressure left 
space and Essex again broke through in a fine 

B I S H O P ’ S  S T O R T F O R D 
C H I N D I T S

H E R T F O R D  4 ’ s

MATCH OFFICIALS:  REFEREE - Colin Vasey, AR1 - Jonathan Finch, AR2 - Andy Towle, No 4  - Matthew Day

COACHING TEAM

MERIT TABLE NORTH CUP

5

COACHING TEAM

Coach - Mike Roberts
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with Brenden Marume kicking the conversion. 
After a shaky start, this would have been a grat 
score at half time but sadly, slack defending at 
the kick-o� let in a strong Essex runner so at half 
time Essex led 17-7.

Energised by their half-time briefing from the 
coaches, Hertfordshire started the second half 
strongly and were camped in the Essex half for 
long periods with the freshening wind at their 
backs; all looked good for a strong comeback. 
Sadly, their finishing did not live up to their strong 
attacking play and a number of chances were 
not converted near the line. Worse yet, Essex 
broke out  through a well-placed kick and scored 
a third try very much against the run of play – 
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U20’S COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP

PRESS NOTICE

Stags Lose Opening Jason Leonard U20 County Championship Match
Essex U20 29 Hertfordshire Stags 12

It is always useful to remember when 
playing Essex that their CB area 
incorporates the East End of London; 
it is then less of a surprise when the 
chosen pitch is overlooked by Canary 
Wharf and over-flown by planes from 
City airport! However a flat well-
drained grass pitch at East London 
RFC encouraged the two young teams 
to play a good, fast open game of 
rugby. 

Early in the game, both teams illustrated the 
challenge of the under 20s programme of trying 
to get a cohesive team together from players 
gathered from disparate Universities and other 
sources with minimum playing time. Early phases 
of the game were marked by handling errors and 
disjointed play. However, Essex then got a grip 
after 19 minutes and scored a try wide out after 
a period of pressure – 5-0 to the home team. 
Essex continued to apply pressure and, after 
another run of basic errors, Essex used a penalty 
for a line-out which they drove over for a second 
try – 10-0 on 28 minutes. 

Hertfordshire were further disrupted when 
injury to Thomas Eedes forced a change of 
scrum half with Sean O’Connell replacing him. 
Hertfordshire rallied well and were making in-

roads at last when progress was again disrupted 
by an unnecessary yellow card for Aaron Joshua 
when he failed to retreat even one metre at a 
penalty before tackling the Essex tap-and-go 
play. As can happen, the team were energised 
by the set-back and 4 minutes later, a well-timed 
run on a great line from a clever pop pass from 
the scrum half sent through Alex Omole to score 
under the posts – 10-7 as half time approached 
with Brenden Marume kicking the conversion. 
After a shaky start, this would have been a grat 
score at half time but sadly, slack defending at 
the kick-o� let in a strong Essex runner so at half 
time Essex led 17-7.

Energised by their half-time briefing from the 
coaches, Hertfordshire started the second half 
strongly and were camped in the Essex half for 
long periods with the freshening wind at their 
backs; all looked good for a strong comeback. 
Sadly, their finishing did not live up to their strong 
attacking play and a number of chances were 
not converted near the line. Worse yet, Essex 
broke out  through a well-placed kick and scored 
a third try very much against the run of play – 
22-7 after 59 minutes. Hertfordshire continued to 
work hard and played with more cohesion as the 
game went on but just could not make the killer 
blow count to increase their score. Pressure left 
space and Essex again broke through in a fine 

C U F F L E Y O L D  G R A M M A R I A N S

MATCH OFFICIALS:  REFEREE - Shane Graham, AR1 - Andy Towle, AR2 - Jonathan Finch, No 4  - Matthew Day

COACHING TEAM

MERIT TABLE CHAMPIONSHIP SOUTH CUP

6

COACHING TEAM

Head Coach - Chris Wilson
Assistant Coach - Lachlan Ritchie

First Aid - Tom Webb
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Energised by their half-time briefing from the 
coaches, Hertfordshire started the second half 
strongly and were camped in the Essex half for 
long periods with the freshening wind at their 
backs; all looked good for a strong comeback. 
Sadly, their finishing did not live up to their strong 
attacking play and a number of chances were 
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MASON HOGAN-ROBERTS

OLIVER STAINES

RYAN MCMENEMY

DEAN SMITH

CHRIS WILSON (C)

WILL PAYNE

MATT JONES

 
LACHLAN RITCHIE

OLLIE NEWLAND

MARC BRIGHT

OLI BURNS

DERRY JOYCE

TOM JENKINS

   RYAN LENIHAN

   KYLE WILSON

 
MATT FIDLER (FR)

MIKE FOREMAN (FR)

ROBERT ZUCCOLINI

DAN CHALMERS

JACK STAINES
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incorporates the East End of London; 
it is then less of a surprise when the 
chosen pitch is overlooked by Canary 
Wharf and over-flown by planes from 
City airport! However a flat well-
drained grass pitch at East London 
RFC encouraged the two young teams 
to play a good, fast open game of 
rugby. 

Early in the game, both teams illustrated the 
challenge of the under 20s programme of trying 
to get a cohesive team together from players 
gathered from disparate Universities and other 
sources with minimum playing time. Early phases 
of the game were marked by handling errors and 
disjointed play. However, Essex then got a grip 
after 19 minutes and scored a try wide out after 
a period of pressure – 5-0 to the home team. 
Essex continued to apply pressure and, after 
another run of basic errors, Essex used a penalty 
for a line-out which they drove over for a second 
try – 10-0 on 28 minutes. 

Hertfordshire were further disrupted when 
injury to Thomas Eedes forced a change of 
scrum half with Sean O’Connell replacing him. 
Hertfordshire rallied well and were making in-

roads at last when progress was again disrupted 
by an unnecessary yellow card for Aaron Joshua 
when he failed to retreat even one metre at a 
penalty before tackling the Essex tap-and-go 
play. As can happen, the team were energised 
by the set-back and 4 minutes later, a well-timed 
run on a great line from a clever pop pass from 
the scrum half sent through Alex Omole to score 
under the posts – 10-7 as half time approached 
with Brenden Marume kicking the conversion. 
After a shaky start, this would have been a grat 
score at half time but sadly, slack defending at 
the kick-o� let in a strong Essex runner so at half 
time Essex led 17-7.

Energised by their half-time briefing from the 
coaches, Hertfordshire started the second half 
strongly and were camped in the Essex half for 
long periods with the freshening wind at their 
backs; all looked good for a strong comeback. 
Sadly, their finishing did not live up to their strong 
attacking play and a number of chances were 
not converted near the line. Worse yet, Essex 
broke out  through a well-placed kick and scored 
a third try very much against the run of play – 
22-7 after 59 minutes. Hertfordshire continued to 
work hard and played with more cohesion as the 
game went on but just could not make the killer 
blow count to increase their score. Pressure left 
space and Essex again broke through in a fine 

C H E S S  V A L L E Y O A s  G R I Z Z L I E S

MATCH OFFICIALS:  REFEREE - Bryan Turner, AR1 -  Nick Foster, AR2 - Simon Caplan, No 4  - Peter Brady
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MERIT TABLE SOUTH CUP
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COACHING TEAM

Coaches - Rob Jordan, 
Jamie Miller, Tony Richards
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Expand your  
brand w  th print.

Flyers & Leaflets

Banners

Office Stationery

Apparel

Business Cards

Boxes & Packaging

Books & Brochures

Promotional

Shop now: wttb.co.uk

From marketing essentials to branded merchandise and beyond, 
find everything you need, with hundreds of ink-redible print 
products at your fingertips – all with free next day delivery.

Enjoy 15% off first order

print made simple.

TURN YOUR
PASSION INTO

INCOME
Publish your social media content into 

beautiful, unique, printed books and 
products to generate revenue.

Any topic. Any hobby. Any interest.  
By anyone, for everyone.

found.us#becomefound
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