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U20’S COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME

I woud like to thank the other Executive members 
who are supporting events around the County 
as, much as I would like to, I cannot attend all 
the events as President that I would like to! The 
County Youth Finals and this match are my two 
from six and apologies to our Middlesex visitors, 
our u20 players and their coaches if I have not 
made it by kick o� from the earlier event!

Having managed and coached at u20 level in 
the past, I understand the trickiness of the task 
of getting a cohesive team for both players and 
coaches. On behalf of the Executive, I would 
like to thank Harry, the coaches and his whole 
squad for their e�orts. Whilst the first match was 
lost to Essex, the team performed well and, if 
more chances had been converted, the result 
could have been di�erent. The Essex squad are 
very strong – having seen their result against 
Middlesex – and we wish them luck if they 
progress in the Jason Leonard Cup. That does 
not mean today is a dead rubber or foregone 
conclusion. The nature of the under 20s 
programme is such that it is a key development 
tool for the senior County squad and teams 
can vary considerably match to match due to 
availability of players at University and so on. 
I have no doubt Middlesex will be travelling to 
play with pride and a strong desire to show their 
best. We all look forward to a good match played 
in the right spirit.

Thank you to Hertford RFC for hosting the 
fixture and all those volunteers who contribute 
to the match going ahead. Many parents will 
have supported their sons over many years as 
their rugby careers have developed and it is a 
tribute to your dedication and that of the great 
coaches in our clubs around the County that 
we have such a skilled group of players in our 
Hertfordshire squad.

Good luck to both teams today and may the best 
team win.

Tim Bonnett

Hertfordshire RFU President 2022-24

In a busy day for rugby in 
Hertfordshire, with 5 Mini & 
Youth Festivals today as well 
as this game, I am writing this 
hoping that the weather has 
been kind and that all events 
can go forward as planned. 

Tim Bonnett
Hertfordshire RFU President

President’s Trophy Final

Welcome to the President’s Trophy Final for 
2024-25 season. Firstly, congratulations to 
Tabard and St. Albans for reaching this final. 
I am sure today’s game will be closely fought 
and provide a good advert for Hertfordshire 
Rugby. Both clubs are shining examples of 
community rugby and are both benefiting from 
their youth policies. I wish both sides the best 
of luck and look forward to a close contest. 
I would also like to thank Old Albanians for 
hosting this event and the Hertfordshire 
Society of Referees for providing the match 
officials. 
Over the last few months our game has been 
debating several issues, and these debates 
resulted in a Special General Meeting of the 
Rugby Football Union in late March. Motions 
passed, and some were not. Whatever you

Tabard, St Albans, Barnet Elizabethans and Verulamians compete in Counties 2 Herts/Middlesex

The Road to the Finals….
President’s Trophy 
Tabard v St Albans

14/09  St Albans          34 - 17 Barnet E. 
28/09  Tabard             48 - 14 Barnet E. 
19/10  Tabard               7 - 10 Verulamians 
14/12  Barnet E.            33 - 12  St Albans 
18/01  Verulamians      18 - 29 Tabard 
15/02  Barnet E.          23 -  5  Verulamians

                                                       Played  Won  Lost   PF    PA    BP    Points
Tabard                                               6          4       2     158    77    6        22
St Albans                                           6          3       3     123    111     4         16
Verulamians                                      6          3       3     97     139    1         13
Barnet Elizabethans                         6          2       4     125    176   2         10
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rugby and it demonstrated our equality policy 
in action and I understand over £3000 was 
made. 

It is encouraging to know that the male 
and female youth sections of our clubs are 
thriving, with some of our smaller clubs now 
planning to start youth sections of their own. 
Female rugby continues to be strong in this 
county. We know that the traditional fifteen 
aside game is the bread and butter of rugby 
but there continues to be an increased 
demand for variations of this at all levels and 
the county will be working hard to implement 
the RFU plans for variations in the game in 
schools and clubs.  

Within the adult male game we are in the 
process of conducting the three-year review 
of the competition restructure started in 
2022/23 season. The RFU have amened 
some of the regulations for example as 
of the 2025/26 season lower XVs in the 
league structure will be able to play up to 
and including level 6 (not level 7 as present). 
Later in this About Herts you will find further 
information from our Chairman Simon 
Embelton and Director of Game Development 
David Toon on Hertfordshire proposals for 
the 2025/26 season. 

During my Presidency I am hoping to do 
some good for the game in that I will be when 
possible, conducting a variety of “fund raisers”. 
My aim is to collect money for two charities. 
The first is the Injured Players Foundation 
and the second The School of Hard Knocks. 
For those who don’t know about these two 
causes the IPF exists to provide support and 
help to those seriously injury while playing 
rugby. The link address for the IPF to find out 
more is:- https://www.rfuipf.org.uk/  The SoHK 
exists to provide opportunities for young 
people at school who may find the education 
process challenging and uses rugby as a 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

It is my privilege to write this forew rd 
to “About Herts” as President of 
Hertfordshire Rugby Football Union. 

The season has started well for most of 
our clubs and signs are encouraging for a 
successful season. I have been able to visit 
a number of clubs so far, but two visits stand 
out for me. The first was my preseason visit to 
Letchworth for the opening of their “Graham 
Walker Suite” clubhouse extension. Graham 
was a great ambassador of Hertfordshire in 
many roles and is the reason that I probably 
am able to write this, as it was, he that got me 
involved with the Hertfordshire Executive and 
the rest is history. 

The second standout visit was when I attended 
Old Verulaniams for their “Pride Day”. This 
featured an adult male game between Old 
Verulaniams and Hertfordshire Baa-Baas. 
The latter being a team drawn form our level 
7 clubs and below. It is hoped to have more 
games in the future for the Hertfordshire Baa-
Baas. We also had a women’s touch rugby 
game again between Old Verulaniams and 
a Hertfordshire Representative team. It was 
great on that day to make the statement that 
Hertfordshire Rugby supports all-inclusive 
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feel about those motions and their respective 
fates can I echo the words of Bill Beaumont 
when after the meeting he called for unity 
in the game. In my opinion we have an 
opportunity to make our game and its 
administration fit for purpose as we go forward 
into the second quarter of the 21st century. 
Please, let us work together to achieve this 
making sure that all voices are heard and 
opinions respected throughout the game.
It is now what I call “Finals and County 
Championship Season”. Please keep your 
eyes on our social media feeds for dates, 
times and venue confirmations of various 
events. One important date for you is Saturday 
17th May 2025. On this day the Senior Men’s 
XV will entertain Buckinghamshire at Hertford 
RFC kick off 3pm. As now is tradition this game 
will be proceeded by a “members lunch” 
which is open to all. It would be great to see 
you there. For further details contact either 
Mark Elliott (mark.elliott10@outlook.com) or 
Steve Waller (marketing@hertsrugby.co.uk). 
On that day I will be presenting cheques to 
the Injured Players Foundation and the School 
of Hard Knocks. This is money I have been 
raising for them while travelling around the 
county. You may see me today carrying a 
bucket around so please throw some loose 
change in.

Enjoy the game

Adrian Sparks
President Hertfordshire RFU

21/09 Tabard             13 - 15 St Albans 
12/10 Verulamians     5 - 36 St Albans 
09/11 Verulamians     43 - 31 Barnet E. 
21/12 St Albans          13 - 27 Tabard 
08/02 Barnet E.        7 - 34  Tabard 
21/12 St Albans          13 - 16  Verulamians
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5 COUNTY FINALS

PRESIDENTS’ TROPHY TEAMS 

JAKE LAWRENCE 15 MATTY POOLE 

ROBBIE NICOLAOU 14 LOUIS GULLIN

TRAVIS FISHER 13 OLLY MADEN 

JIMMY RYAN 12 STEPHEN JAMES

DAN WILLIAMS 11 KINGSLEY NWEFO 

JOE BREEZE 10 SCOTT MENZIES (C) 

TOM SHENTON 9 ALEX BUTLER 

OAKLEY RENNIE SAVILL 1 LUKE BEES 

JOSH LAWRENCE 2 JACK UPTON 

HARRY MACK 3 ANDREW CUTLER 

JO HICKS 4 JAKE LANDEN 

CHARLIE RICKETTS 5 JOHN ‘SKINNY’ PORTWAY 

ANDRE FOURIE 6 CHRIS DIXON 

OWEN CRANNY 7 TOM FRANKLIN 

TOM SPRATT 8 LUKE HAMMIL (VC) 

DARREN WESTHEAD 16 SAM MATTHEWS 

CONNOR NASH 17 JON MCCLENNON (VC) 

LIAM FIELD 18 OSCAR BRENNAN 

GARETH WATERS 19 HAYDEN COLE 

JOE BRANDO 20 JAMES FISHER 

21 JOSH CROWE/BOBBY BROOKS

V E R U L A M I A N S W A T F O R D

GREG REEVE - Head Coach, PATRICK HAPETA 
- Assistant Head Coach, ADRIAN MATTHEWS - 
Match Day Manager, PAUL DUNLOP - Assistant 
Coach, RYAN SHRIVES - Head of Tactical Analy-
sis, PHYSIO - TBC 

CHRIS MONAGHAN SIMON FRENCH - Coaches

COACHING TEAMCOACHING TEAM

MATCH OFFICIALS:  REFEREE - Neil Gammon, AR1 - Colin Vasey, AR2 - David Reid, NO4 - Tim HurrellMATCH OFFICIALS:  REFEREE - Peter Hamer, AR1 - Tom Jackman, AR2 - Ian Cumming.

COACHING TEAM

DoR - George Elliott 
Head Coach - Jack Stevenson
Assistant Coach - Harry Trade
Physio/First Aid - Tom Sayers

PRESIDENT’S TROPHY TEAMS
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COACHING TEAM

Coaches - Torran Macdougall
Steve Hancock

Physio - Abbie Tidd

OSIAN REES (CO C)

JOSH SHEPHERD (CO C)

WILLIAM BATCHELOR

ALEXANDER BRAY

DOMINIC BOOST

DANIEL CHAPLIN-PERKINS

LEWIS DEMPSEY

ROY DUBE

EDWARD DUNN

GEORGE ELLIOTT

GEORGE PELHAM

ADAM KELLY-MOORE

EDWARD MARCY

MATTHEW MCKAY

FRASER MORRIS

LIAM ROGERS

LYLE ROSS

OLIVER STEVENSON

THOMAS TOLAND

ANDREW WELDON

JACK REILLY (C)                                                                       

MARCUS BUNNING

MORGAN BUNNING                 

OLLY CHAYTOR

AARON DIXON                        

JOE DOOTSON

JACK CALNAN                        

HARRY GOUGH

STAN GOUGH                         

JAMIE HANCOCK

DAN HOLMES                        

TORRAN MACDOUGALL

MATT MARTIN                         

FINLAY MCDONALD

PADHRAIC NAUGHTON

TAIGHEN O’CALLAGHAN

JOSH ORD                               

SAUL PASHA   

GUY SMITH                             

FINN SPENCER   

WILLIAM THOMPSON               

ALEX WALTON

JOE WELCH
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wttb.co.uk

            , more  
than a print  
supplier.
We empower customers to grow their 
businesses with inspiring print products,  
smart technology, and award-winning support. 

Create an account today and 
get 

Print made simple:
Over 200 fully 
customisable products
With 1000’s of easy-to-use  
design templates

Next-level business  
support resources
Time-saving tools,  
advice blogs and more

Visualise working  
environments
Website imagery tailored  
to your business needs

Exclusive perks  
and discounts
Loyalty rewards, regular 

            

proudly part of

Proud sponsors of Herts RFU since 2012
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