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Well by now we should have started the Six Nations with crowds at the 
games. England should have played Scotland at Twickenham and celebrated 150 

years of the RFU. We should have been playing Stage E cluster games at 1st XV 
level. Lower XVs should have been playing at Stage E and age grade rugby would 

have been played every week. As we know that is not the picture. England played 
Scotland at Twickenham in front of an empty stadium. England lost and some 
players to me looked rather ring rusty having not played for several months due 

to the relegation of their club side to the championship which of course is 
suspended. At least the following weekend we beat Italy and now go on to Wales. 

We are in a country wide lockdown and the game is now back to Stage A which is 
basically keeping fit by exercising with running or walking and various exercise in 
the garden. Schools are closed until at least 8th March and we await the publication 

of the government’s plan for their return and the way the government plans to 
ease the lockdown and work towards a return to something like normal life. Boris 

Johnson being due to announce a roadmap for ending the lockdown on 22nd 
February. On the plus side the vaccination programme goes a pace, and the 
country has moved into phase two of its plan to vaccinate all those in their groups 

“5 to 9” which are basically all people 50 and over. I myself at the age of 69 have 
had my vaccination first jab! 

When we moved into “lockdown 3” at the beginning of January and were 

told that it would be reviewed on 22nd February. That is next Monday. I do not 
anticipate any change to the situation in rugby at any age group. I don’t think the 
government can say that children can’t go to school for safety reasons but can go 
and play sport in sports clubs. I cannot see any return to rugby outside Stage A 
before 8th March for anybody. When we do return to rugby I don’t see, and would 
council against, a return that say starts with games at Stage E being played on 
day one of any return, that is a quick return to where we were at the lockdown 

start. We will have to consider that the government is saying that all people 50 
years old and over will be vaccinated with their first dose by Easter. That is great 
but the majority of players are not over 50. Most parents bringing children and 

young adults to rugby are not over 50. So, all though the “old farts” may have 
been vaccinated and have protection that will not be true for all at the rugby club. 

We will still have to be very careful and social distancing may still be a requirement 
for those not vaccinated, if not everybody. What has been interesting is that at 
the recent Herts Chairs meeting the question of how the age grade game would 

be managed over the next 18 months was raised in the light of many children 
having missed a year which is critical to their skills development. That was very 

much noted and we are pushing the RFU to produce at least two roadmaps for the 



2 | P a g e  

 

return to rugby. One for the adult game and a separate one for the age grade 
game. 

As the Covid situation goes on clubs although not spending on the levels 

they were when full games were being played are incurring costs. These can vary 
from rent, electricity, water rates, gas through to staff wages for those not 

furloughed or the 20% of wages for those who are, to pitch maintenance and the 
preparation of clubhouses to reopen when the lockdown is lifted. All this when a 

lot of club’s income at present is zero! The RFU have recently announced the 
methods by which clubs can apply for support from the government’s Winter 
Sports Support Fund and this was sent to all clubs. If you need advice on applying 

then go to the RFU hub and ask or contact Colin Ashwwod, Simon Embleton or 
myself and we will try and point you in the right direction. Remember the 

important date of 5pm on 25th February for all grant application to be in to the 
RFU. Colin Ashwood also contacted clubs in late January setting out their 
entitlement to further monies from the local authority Covid support Scheme. He 

wrote” 

There is further COVID finance support being made available via local authorities depending on 

ratable value and is a sum for each 28 days of lockdown (up to 3 periods). 

Rateable value Total Per 28 day period 

<£15,000 £4,000 £1,333 

£15,000 - £51,000 £6,000 £2,000 

>£51,000 £9,000 £3,000 

 

Information is on the England Rugby site, but as previously it is depended on LA distribution. 

I will put a list of Las and their status and distribute to the clubs with links. 

Please mention this to your clubs when you talk to them. 

There is also a fund being made available by Sport England funded by the national lottery and 

Government called “Return to Play: small grants”. (Simon had notification to Cheshunt). 

This fund will make awards, using National Lottery and government funding, of between £300 

and £10,000 from a total pot of £15 million, to help sport and activity groups, clubs and 

organisations respond to the immediate challenges of returning to play in a coronavirus-safe 

way. 

It is only available for IMD 1-5 regions. These are post code dependent, but there are areas in all 

of the Hertfordshire LA areas. “ 

Please be aware and make sure all clubs have what they are entitled to! 

During this crisis many of you have gained funds and financial help from 
a various number of sources. Obviously, these amounts are confidential to your 
club. Having said that it would be useful to know if clubs gain funds from either 

the local authority, sport England, the National Lottery, Government Sport Winter 
Relief Fund etc, etc. If you are willing to share this information can you please 

drop Simon Embleton a line (secretary@hertsrugbby.co.uk) when you receive 
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such funding stating the amount and the source. Again, I must stress this is not 
compulsory but would be useful to help others. 

Since I last wrote a newsletter the RFU new structure has started to bed 

itself in. Meetings have been held with Adam Cottingham (CB Relations Manager), 
Tim Holmes (Club and Volunteer Support Manager) and Sally Tuson (Club 

Developer) at which they have explained their roles and how the system works as 
well as finding out from clubs their immediate concerns and worries. I have 

attended most of those meetings and I can see things are moving ready for the 
return of the game and good relationships are being built between the RFU staff 
and the clubs. For communication and meeting purposes Sally and Tim, with the 

help of Colin Ashwood have split the county clubs into 3 clusters for meeting 
together with the RFU staff. IF you are unsure of your cluster then contact Sally 

or Colin. 

You may not be aware that the RFU through the Community Game Board 
has formed a working party looking at the county championships. This will cover 
senior men, senior women, under 20s and age grade representative rugby. The 

group will be chaired by Tim Miller the RFU council member for the referee’s 
societies. The attached document sets out the review groups terms of reference 

and the timetable for completion of the work and presentation of findings to the 
RFU council. There are several opportunities for the CB, clubs, and individuals to 
engage in the process and we will attempt to keep you informed of the progress 

and consultations taking place during the process. Initially if you wish to express 
a view on Hertfordshire's response then please e-mail the secretary Simon 

Embelton (secretary@hertsrugby.co.uk) and copy in the Chairman Adrian Sparks 
(chairman@hertsrugby.co.uk). This will be discussed on 1st March by the board 
of Herts Rugby and then on 8th March by the executive of Herts rugby and finally 

at the general meeting of Herts rugby on 15th March. At that point Herts will make 
a response. Like the recent Adult Male Competitions Review we are sure they will 

be a wide difference of opinion within Herts. This is a genuine review of all the 
county championship in light of the financial constraints and other factors that will 
affect the game in future. It is not an attempt to do away with the men's senior 

championship by some backdoor route as we have heard rumored before!" 

You may be aware that the RFU announced the Mitsubishi Motors 
Leadership Network for the South East Region (Area B). This has been limited to 

25 people from the whole region and I understand we in Hertfordshire have had 
3 people (all from club administration) shortlisted to be offered the opportunity to 

join. For those who have not been successful and others who did not apply we 
intend to try and run a modular based Leadership Academy in Herts this year. 
Further details from Colin Ashwood (clubdev@hertsrugby.co.uk ).  

It’s always good to know what individuals and clubs are doing and I have 

heard from Ross Hopcroft and our friends at The School of Hard Knocks about 
their “LEJOG” virtual cycle challenge. This is a virtual cycle ride in which individuals 

and teams attempt to cycle the 603 miles as the crow flies or 1200 offical road 
route between Lands End and John O’Groats to raise money for the work of SOHK. 
Full details of this challenge and this great cause can be found on the Herts RFU 
website on the News page. Let’s see a few club teams taking part, a good way for 
players to keep fit and do some good! 
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I think I will close here and hope that the March newsletter brings good 
news about when we many return to training and playing rugby. On behalf of 

Hertfordshire Rugby and the game in general can I thank you all for your continued 
hard work in these difficult times. As I end most things these day’s I end this with 

the words of the late Dave Allen – “goodbye and may your god go with you!” 

Adrian K Sparks Chairman Hertfordshire Rugby Football Union 

18th February 2021 


